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2004 which may be used to correct this
problem. I would like to ask the chair-
man if my understanding of this situa-
tion is correct, and would be grateful
for the chairman’s view of this matter.

Mr. INHOFE. The Senator from Vir-
ginia is correct that the several trans-
portation extension bills enacted this
year require that the next legislation
we enact must address the ‘‘donor”
State issue for fiscal year 2004. I re-
main committed to guaranteeing that
all States receive a minimum of 90.5
percent rate of return for their trust
fund contributions in fiscal year 2004.
As some funding remains in the fiscal
year, I am committed to maintaining
the Minimum Guarantee program for
this year so that no State receives less
than a 90.5 percent return on their
trust fund contributions.

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
the bill be read a third time and
passed, the motion to reconsider be
laid upon the table, and any state-
ments be printed in the RECORD.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I will speak
very briefly. People watching some-
times wonder what is going on in the
quorum call. This is hours’ worth of
quorum call right here. It took only 20
seconds to read it. It is one reason we
have the quorum calls.

No objection.

Mr. FRIST. Many hours, many hours.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 4916) was read the third
time and passed.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. FRIST. As in executive session, I
ask unanimous consent that at 5 p.m.
on Tuesday, September 7, the Senate
proceed to executive session for the
consideration en bloc of Calendar Nos.
791 and 792; provided further that the
time until 5:30 be equally divided be-
tween the chairman and the ranking
member or their designees.

I further ask consent at 5:30 the Sen-
ate proceed to a vote on the confirma-
tion of No. 791, the nomination of Vir-
ginia Maria Hernandez Covington, to
be followed immediately by a vote on
the confirmation of No. 792, the nomi-
nation of Michael Schneider, Sr.

I further ask immediately following
the vote, the President immediately be
notified of the Senate’s action and pro-
ceed to Calendar No. 787, the nomina-
tion of Michael Watson.

Mr. REID. No objection.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, in con-
sultation with the Democratic leader,
what we did with that unanimous con-
sent would allow two judges to be
voted on at 5:30, with the expectation
that the third, which is Mr. Michael
Watson, be confirmed by voice vote
after that.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate im-
mediately proceed to executive session
to consider the following nominations
on today’s Executive Calendar: 695, 796,
803, 804, 810, 811, and 812, and all nomi-
nations on the Secretary’s desk. I fur-
ther ask consent that the nomination
of John Miller, PN 1763, be discharged
from the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, and the Senate proceed to its
consideration. I further ask unanimous
consent that the nominations be con-
firmed en bloc, the motion to recon-
sider be laid upon the table, the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the
Senate’s action, and the Senate then
return to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nominations considered and con-
firmed en bloc are as follows:

NOMINATIONS
THE JUDICIARY

John O. Colvin, of Virginia, to be a Judge
of the United States Tax Court for a term of
fifteen years. (Reappointment)

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Charles L. Kolbe, of Iowa, to be a Member
of the Internal Revenue Service Oversight
Board for the remainder of the term expiring
September 14, 2004.

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE

Larry C. Kindsvater, of Virginia, to be
Deputy Director of Central Intelligence for
Community Management.

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY

David M. Stone, of Virginia, to be an As-
sistant Secretary of Homeland Security.

IN THE COAST GUARD

The following named officers for appoint-
ment in the United States Coast Guard to
the grade indicated under title 14, U.S.C.,
section 271:

To be rear admiral
Read Adm. (1h) Dale G. Gabel, 0000
Rear Adm. (1h) Jeffrey M. Garrett, 0000
Rear Adm. (1h) Stephen W. Rochon, 0000
NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC
ADMINISTRATION

Captain Samuel P. De Bow, Jr., NOAA for
appointment to the grade of Rear Admiral
(0-8), while serving in a position of impor-
tance and responsibility as Director, NOAA
Corps and Director, Office of Marine and
Aviation Operations, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, under the pro-
visions of Title 33, United States Code, Sec-
tion 3028(d)(1).

Captain Richard R. Behn, NOAA for ap-
pointment to the grade of Rear Admiral (O-
7), while serving in a position of importance
and responsibility as Director, Marine and
Aviation Operations Centers, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, under
the provisions of Title 33, United States
Code, Section 3028(d)(1).

NOMINATIONS PLACED ON THE SECRETARY’S

DESK
IN THE COAST GUARD

PN1557 COAST GUARD nomination of
Craig S. Toomey, which was received by the
Senate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of April 29, 2004.

PN1791 COAST GUARD nomination of Lau-
rie J. Mosier, which was received by the Sen-

S8791

ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of July 8, 2004.
NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC
ADMINISTRATION

PH1646 NATIONAL OCEANIC AND AT-
MOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION nomina-
tions (163) beginning Michael S. Abbott, and
ending David J. Zezula, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of May 18, 2004.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

John Ripin Miller, of Washington, to be Di-
rector of the Office to Monitor and Combat
Trafficking, with the rank of Ambassador at
Large.

———

UNANIMOUS AGREEMENT—
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. FRIST. As in executive session, I
ask unanimous consent that during the
upcoming adjournment of the Senate,
all nominations remain status quo
with the exception of Deborah P.
Majoras to be a Federal Trade Commis-
sioner, (PN 1613) and Jon D. Leibowitz,
(PN 1496).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. FRIST. I thank everyone for
their cooperation in getting these
agreements for the judges, as well as
confirming some important timely
nominations, such as the Assistant
Secretary of Homeland Security, Mr.
Stone. There are a number of other
nominations that remain on the cal-
endar, including a number of diplo-
matic positions which include the Am-
bassador to Qatar, the Ambassador to
Estonia, several representatives to the
United Nations. I was prepared to ask
consent for these, although I will with-
hold that request, but I would ask my
colleagues on the other side to look at
these nominations and see if there is a
way to allow us to proceed to these am-
bassadorships. I will not belabor the
point this evening, but there are so
many additional nominations we have
that are pending and that we should
have acted upon. I hope they will give
those every consideration.

Today, more have been reported out,
several Commerce Department nomi-
nations, Albert Frink, Brett Palmer,
Benjamin Wu. These will be added to
the growing list of nominations now
available. These people deserve action
from the Senate.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I briefly
say it should be noted in the Executive
Calendar we just approved there is not
a single member of the minority in
this. We have tried to show our good
faith. We have received the assurance
of the majority leader and others in
the administration that we will work
to release some of the people we want
through, people nominated by Senator
DASCHLE. We are going to work to try
to do a good job as soon as we get back.

I want the record also to reflect that
Admiral Stone was approved tonight,
with the Transportation Security
Agency. That simply would not have
happened but for the good work of Sen-
ator ENSIGN who worked very hard on
that, working to get this man’s name
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